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“The law of truth was in his mouth and iniquity was not found in his mouth.” Mal. 2:6. 


It started a little more than two years ago, as 
the then newly elected Presiding Bishop Ford was 
gathering in strength and insight about the 
direction the Lord would take him. He went to 
the hill and declared it a holy and select piece of 
earth upon which he would build a major part of 
his program. The saints saw with physical eyes 
a hill covered with tall grass, virgin timber and 
a little stream running at the back base of the 
hill. What did Bishop Ford see? Now we know! 


GREETINGS 


It is always pleasant for those who love the 
Church Of God In Christ to contemplate the 
gathering of the Saints in Memphis, Tennessee, 
for our annual Holy Convocation. The Convoca- 
tion, scheduled for this year November 3-10, 
affords us the opportunity to fellowship with the 
saints, to share testimonies of victory in local 
ministry, and to participate through the General 
Assembly in the business affairs of our Great 
Church. 

This year that opportunity is of even greater 
importance because it is an Election Year. The 
constitution of our Church mandates a General 
Election every four years at which time we select 
National Officers for the following specified 
positions: 


GENERAL BOARD 

Bishop Louis H. Ford 

Bishop Chandler D. Owens 
Bishop Cleveland L. Anderson 
Bishop J. Neaul Haynes 
Bishop Phillip A. Brooks 
Bishop Ozro T. Jones 

Bishop Samuel L. Green 
Bishop Charles E. Blake 
Bishop Levi E. Willis 

Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush 
Bishop LeRoy R. Anderson 
Bishop Ithiel Clemmons 
Bishop Lieutenant T. Blackshear 
Bishop Jacob Cohen 


SSS 
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Friday at 6:00 p.m., the saints gathered to celebrat 
the raising of the steeple and the dedication of the 
cornerstone. 


The crowds were large and overflowed nightly 
at the past celebration of our founder, Bishop 
C.H. Mason’s birth. In Lexington, Mississippi, 
September 8-11, 1992, the saints gathered to also 
see what Bishop Ford saw with his spirit eye 
coming forth from the hill top. The Deborah 
Mason Patterson Multi-Purpose Building is now 
standing majestically under the wide Mississippi 


Bishop W. W. Hamilton 


Bishop Willie James 
Bishop George McKinney 
Bishop Gilbert Patterson 
Bishop James O. Patterson 
Bishop Floyd E. Perry 
Bishop Willie L. Porter 
Bishop Norman Quick 
Bishop Westly W. Sanders 
Bishop Clarence Sexton 
Bishop Earl J. Wright 


SEPTEMBER, 1992 


Mother Elsie Mason and Presiding Bishop Ford unveil 
the cornerstone. 


sky. The building is more than a building, it is a 
monument to the scores of pioneers who made 
the Church Of God In Christ a creditable 
organization. Presiding Bishop Ford felt the name 
of Deborah Mason Patterson was fitting because 
of her love for the Saints campus. During this 
meeting, Bishop Ford and the celebration 
committee scheduled the raising of the steeple 
and the dedication of the cornerstone as a 
crowning glory. To witness these two events the 
saints came to the annual tent revival at Lexington 
and heard a cadre of speakers, choirs and other 
sights associated with this great event. 

Bishop Ford and the celebration committee 
planned for a maximum event wherein the saints 
could enjoy both spiritual and natural activities. 
The area around Lexington is alive with talk about 
the effort our church organization is making. 


Continued on page 7 


TO THE SAINTS OF GOD EVERYWHERE 


GENERAL SECRETARY 
W. Wyatt Hamilton 
William Haynes 

Jannie Foster 


FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
S.Y. Burnett 


TREASURER 
Samuel Lowe 
Timothy T. Scott 
Frank White 


TRUSTEES 

Roger L. Jones 
W.E. Miller 

Walter B. Jones 
W.T. Cahoon 
Cornelius E. Anderson 
Victoria Barnes 
Marcus Butler 
Carrie Dinwiddie 
Dwight L. Green 
Thomas Hammonds 
C.J. Jones 

Elton Lawrence 
Mildred Linzy 
Tanner Perry 
Charles Tucker 
Dwight Walls 

A.B. Baxter 


Continued on page 7 


EDITORIAL 
A RIDE TO THE CLEARING 


by Dr. David Hall 


Have you ever had the opportunity to ride 
one of those small golf carts? Well, I got 
my chance in Lexington, Mississippi and 
Presiding Bishop Ford was driving. Of course, 
the land upon which we rode was the dense 
wooded virgin forest atop Holy Hill. Bishop 
Ford desired to have the path cleared behind 
Holy Hill and link the bottom acreage where 
hundreds of acres of cotton are grown on the 
Saints property. To accomplish this, he had Mr. 
Hart, Holmes County Superintendent of Public 
Construction to bulldoze a path. Bishop Ford 
was directing the action from behind the 
bulldozer * ae oe ace : 

Bishop was driving, and I was navigating 
and holding on for dear life. Or was it the 
other way around? I was holding on for life 
while I navigated? The bulldozer was going 
through the woods knocking down trees and 
digging a path. It was a sight to behold as trees 
fell and earth moved to the roar of that great 
and powerful machine. Bishop Ford asked me, 
after we hit a rather large bump, “Are you 
holding on? We can make it!” Holding my 
camera tightly in my left hand and holding the 
roof of the cart with my right, I confidently 
said, “Yes Sir.” I was extremely confident in 
the Presiding Bishop’s ability to drive the cart, 
I simply wanted to finish the ride. Up and 
down, around, forward and backward, he 
drove the cart through the woods and we did 
not miss a thing. 

Finally we came to a clearing at the base of 
the hill and there, one obstacle was in the way. 
At the base of Holy Hill runs a little stream. 
The stream was blocked with dirt, however the 
slow flowing and shallow water underminded 
the dam, leaving a puddle of mud. As we 
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approached it, Bishop Ford said, “Hold on, I 
see the way.” With one dip to the right and a 
hook to the left, we went across on solid ground 
and up into the clearing. There at the end of 
the backside of Holy Hill was a clearing, and 
before us laid nearly three hundred acres of 
cultivated cotton fields. There was a roll of 
virgin woods ringing the perimeter. What a 
sight! Behind us came Bishop W.L. Porter and 
Bishop Michael Coles of North Dakota in a 
three wheel golf cart. Needless to say, Bishop 
Ford’s four wheeler was made for the trip and 
the three wheeler did not fair as well. Bishops 
Porter and Coles were stuck in the quick sand. 
With some work we extracted the three wheeler 
from the mud. Then together we all stood at 
the mouth of the clearing and viewed the acres 
of cotton fields and the virgin forest ringing 
the property. 

I ask you to consider this analogy, Bishop 
Ford is driving us into the future. The ride is 
rocky and difficult in spots, but he is clearing 
the way. As we approach the clearing, we shall 
get to the top of the clearing and see the glory 
together. 


66... before us laid 
nearly three hundred 


acres of cultivated 
cotton fields. 99 
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@ifice 
of the 
Jiresiding Bishop 


Dear Saints: 


When reading the bible, we may 
sometime find a scripture that seems a little 
difficult to exercise under certain cir- 
cumstances. I have learned over the years, 
however, that we must grow to have 
complete confidence in God’s Word and not 
only His Word but also His ability to bring 
it to pass. 

One such scripture is found in Paul’s first 
epistle to the saints at Thessalonica, chapter 
5, verse 18. It reads, “In everything give 
thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.” 

Over a decade ago, many of the saints 
were saddened when the Dining Hall of 
Saints College and Academy was destroyed 
by fire. For over a decade, those members 
of the Alumni Association hoped and prayed 
for the day when we would again see boys 
and girls, young men and women walk the 
hallowed grounds of our beloved school 
which was cared for and supported by saints 
from around the brotherhood, but most 
faithfully by our revered and sainted 
founder, Bishop Mason. 

It was hard to give thanks at that time, 
and it has not been easy for more than ten 
years, but God, who is always so faithful 
has heard our prayers and now “up from the 
ashes” he has given us the beautiful and 
magnificent “Deborah Mason Patterson 
Multi-Purpose Hall.” 

On September 11, 1992, during the 
Bishop Mason. Birthday observance, 
thousands of saints went to Lexington, 
Mississippi to reflect on the life and works 
of Bishop C.H. Mason, Dr. Arenia C. 
Mallory and the many saints who gave their 
lives for our school. The climax of the 
week’s activities was the ceremony at which 
the cornerstone was laid on Patterson Hall 
and the steeple, with its continuous shining 
beacon, was lifted to the roof. 

This letter serves as my official “thank 
you” to all the wonderful members of the 
Church Of God In Christ who have helped 
us get to this point. There is more work to 
be done before our September opening date 
and I am asking each of you to continue to 
stand with me and our Board in the 
completion of the job. 

The list below represents those whose 
contributions have been received as of this 
printing of The Whole Truth. In next month’s 
edition, we will publish all other gifts. It is 
not too late for you to invest in the young 
people of our churches, communities and 
the nation. 

You may send your gift of any amount to: 


SAINTS COLLEGE FUND 
P.O. BOX 320 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38101 


Please let us hear from you and remember 
our efforts when you pray. 


Sincerely, 


Presiding Bishop 


BISHOP MASON’S 
BIRTHDAY OBSERVANCE 


SEPTEMBER 8-11, 1992 


See List of Contributions on page 6 


JURISDICTION CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING 
and HOLY CONVOCATION 


b> 


The Fifth Jurisdiction of Tennessee of the 
Church Of God In Christ, Bishop Samuel L. 
Lowe, prelate; celebrated the Grand Opening of 
their New Headquarters Building and Fourth 
Annual Holy Convocation the week of August 
16-21, 1992. 

The 68 churches which comprise the jurisdic- 
tion purchased a 85,500 square-foot building on 
six and one half acres which formerly housed the 
Baron Hirsch Synagogue. The new headquarters 
at Vollintine and Evergreen in North Memphis 
seats 2,200 in the main sanctuary and has a large 


dining room, two kitchens, seven offices, 20 
classrooms, 12 rest rooms, two bonus rooms and 
a 135 seat chapel. The jurisdictional headquarters 
will house a Day Care Center, C.H. Mason Bible 
College (Memphis Chapter), GED, feeding and 
other community based programs. 

The celebration began with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on Sunday afternoon; the saints entered 
into the Gethsemene Garden Institutional Church 
Of God In Christ giving praises TO GOD. 


Leaders from both the civic and religious 
community were on hand to join in the 
celebration. General Board Member, Bishop P.A. 
Brooks of Detroit, Michigan, delivered the 
opening sermon. Following the Grand Opening 
Celebration were convocation services. Monday 
night, Bishop Lowe and Fifth Jurisdiction 
welcomed, Bishop G.E. Patterson and the saints 
of the Fourth Jurisdiction of Tennessee. Bishop 
Patterson, a National Evangelist electrified the 
Convocation. Tuesday night Bishop J.O. 
Patterson, Jr. and the Headquarters Jurisdiction 
joined in the Celebration. Bishop Patterson, Jr., 
grandson of our founder Bishop C.H. Mason, 
delivered a heart warming message. 

On Wednesday night the saints of Tennessee 
Fifth Jurisdiction filled the building to welcome 
and receive the Presiding Bishop L.H. Ford, of 
Chicago, Illinois. In his usual manner, he 
preached with power and concluded with an altar 
call that brought forth hundreds of souls. 

Bishop W.L. Porter and the Central Jurisdiction 
of Tennessee were the guest of the Convocation 
on Thursday night and the word of God was 
delivered with simplicity. 

The convocation concluded on Friday night 
with the official message being delivered by Elder 
Mack W. Ritter, of Brooklyn, New York, husband 
of Jurisdiction Supervisor of Women for 
Tennessee Fifth, Mother Rosa Wilson-Ritter. 

The Convocation surpassed all expectations 
and all records. Souls were saved, healed, 
blessed, delivered, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. The New Jurisdictional Headquarters for 
Tennessee Fifth will be dedicated during the 85th 
International Holy Convocation in Memphis. 

Bishop Lowe says that Tennessee Fifth is “An 
Ordinary Jurisdiction, Serving Ordinary People, 
Doing Extraordinary Things.” 


Submitted by: Elder Dickerson L.S. Wells 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LEADER SUCCUMBS 


' Cleveland Wilbur Williams, 

son of the late Mary and John 
Austin Williams, was born in 
Foreman, Arkansas, February 
f.5, 1905.91n 1920) at ‘the age 
of 15, he accepted Christ as 
__ his personal savior at a revival 
_ conducted by the late Bishop 
C@. H. Mason. At age 16, 
Brother Williams gave heed to 
the voice of God and accepted his calling to the 
ministry. 

His first pastoral ministry began on October 
25, 1942, as he stood on the steps of the 
courthouse in Independence, Missouri. From that 
site, the newly formed congregation purchased 
property for their church edifice. 

Minister Williams was ordained an elder in the 
Church Of God In Christ in 1925. From 1927- 
1938 Elder Williams continued to serve as pastor 
in Chillicothe, Kansas City, Missouri, and Kansas 
City, Kansas. 

In 1938, he was appointed executive secretary 
of the International Sunday School Department 
of the Church Of God In Christ; appointed 
Superintendent of Schools of the New England 
States by the late Bishop Cornelius Range; moved 
to Connecticut and pastored at Hartford; and was 
appointed Pastor of a church in Ansonia, where 
he served until his death. 

In 1944, he was consecrated to the office of 
Bishop and appointed Bishop of Vermont and 
New Hampshire. 

In 1951, he organized the Sunday School 
Institute, a training program in Christian 
Education. In 1959, he was appointed Vice 
President to the then president of the department, 
Bishop L.C. Patrick. 

The ministry of Bishop Williams continued to 
expand and by the spring of 1965 he was 
appointed Jurisdictional Bishop of the Second 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Massachusetts. 


One year later following the demise of Bishop 
L.C. Patrick, he was appointed Superintendent 
of the International Sunday School Department 
of the Church Of God In Christ. 

Bishop Williams was indeed a church builder 
and established new churches throughout the state 
of Massachusetts which include: Victory Temple 
Church, Pittsfield; Mason Cathedral Church, 
Dorchester; Grace Memorial Church, Springfield 
and; Community Church, Lynn. All of these 
churches are yet in existence today. 

Through his distinguished ministerial career of 
more than 60 years, Bishop Cleveland W. 
Williams had been the recipient of numerous 
awards and merits including the Doctorate of 
Divinity Degree, Trinity Hall College, Lexington, 
Kentucky and a Doctorate of Law (L.L.D.) from 
Southeast University, Greenville, South Carolina. 

He was a former member of the Housing 
Committee of Derby, Connecticut and served 5 
years as an elected member of the Board of 
Corporation of the Griffin Hospital, Derby, Con- 
necticut. 

He was a committed member of the Board of 
Bishops as well as a member of the Charles 
Mason Harrison Foundation. 

He leaves to rejoice his memories his wife of 
54 years, Mrs. Annie Evelyn Williams; two 
daughters, Clarice Bowman and Joan Gibson; one 
sister, Lucille Henderson, Kansas City, Missouri; 
brother, Curtis Williams, New York City; four 
grandchildren, Dennis Maurice Williams, 
Rhonda Horn, Earl and Aaron Hommie, and 
Staffii Bowman; nine great grandchildren and a 
devoted goddaughter Reba Danastorq, 
Weymouth, Massachusetts; the members of 
Williams Temple Church Of God In Christ; the 
Second Jurisdiction of Massachusetts and State 
of New Hampshire; the entire International 
Sunday School Family; and a host of relatives 
and friends. 


PRAYER TEAM TO 
CONSECRATE 
HOLY CONVOCATION 


oe 
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Elder Cleophas Hall, Sr. has been appointed 
National Prayer Leader. Elder Hall renowned as 
the “Church Doctor” or “Mr. Bible” will convene 
his first prayer consecration at historic Temple 
Church Of God In Christ. Temple Church is the 
Memphis congregation which was founded and 
pastored by Bishop C.H. Mason. On Sunday night, 
November 1, 1992, the prayer and consecration 
will commence. The service shall run non-stop until 
Tuesday morning, November 3, 1992. At 7:00 a.m. 
the saints will travel in a caravan to Mason Temple 
and start the morning prayer that initiates the 
opening day of Holy Convocation. 

Elder Hall shall be joined by the prayer team 
members, Elder Albert Passe, Elder Dewitt Hill 
and Mother Elsie Shaw. This leadership will be 
supported by local prayer warriors. Elder Hall 
commented, “This prayer is like those of long 
years ago. We shall seek God in behalf of the 
saints everywhere and I believe this will be a 
time of miracles and great blessings.” 

The prayer will be conducted at historical 
Temple Church Of God In Christ located at 672 
South Lauderdale. The group will travel to Mason 
Temple and lead the hundreds who daily pray at 
Mason Temple. The consecration is open to all 
Prayer Warriors. The National Prayer Team is 
enlisting the help of those who desire to pray. 

Phone number at Temple Church is 901- 
774-1572. Dr. David A. Hall serves as pastor. 


The construction team: L to R, Elder Steve Jamison, 
Project Manager; Committee Members Bishop W.W. 
Sanders and Bishop W.L. Porter; Presiding Bishop 
Ford; Bishop T.T. Scott, Committee Chairman; Elder 
A.Z. Hall, Committee; Elder Norman Jamison, Site 
Manager and Mr. Williams, Electrician. 


Bishop Ford gazes at the acres and acres of cotton 


from the rear base of Holy Hill. While on tour of the back acres, Bishops Quick and 


Spann picked some cotton. 


Nightly, the fine women of the Cl 
Christ supported in numbers and fu 


Bishop A.T. Moore announces the amount of his gift 
to Chairman Of Bishops, Bishop J. Sherman. 
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That same concrete becomes part of the massive 
stairwell to the building. 


Mothe 
directo: 
Singers 
by Pre: 
Green « 
gratula 


During the 
First Assist 
and Secon 
Anderson li 


L to R, Elder Courtney Sanders, project engineer; 
Mr. Ed Huell, Contractor; Presiding Bishop Ford and 
Mr. Rodalton Hart, County Manager examine newly 
installed fire plug. 
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September 11, 1992 6:0u pm, = CEREMONIES” 
SHOP CH. MASON, FOUN ete 2 


L to R, General Board Members stand for the hymn of 
consecration. Bishops Clemmons, Jones, Green, Haynes, 
Brooks, C.L. Anderson, Owens, Ford and Winbush. Second 
row, Bishops L. Anderson and L.E. Willis. Bishop C.E. 
Blake was out of the country. 


Laborers pour a load of concrete. Mother Rosie Graham was seated next to Elder Richard 
(Mr. Clean) White during the dedication. 


n of the Church Of God In 
nbers and finance. 


The interior of the Multi-Purpose building as seen 
from inside. 


Mother Ella Lashley, former 
director of the Pentecostal Jubilee 
Singers was given a token of love 
by Presiding Bishop Ford. Bishop 
Green and Winbush give their con- 
gratulations. 


ing. 


During the Board of Bishops Meeting, 
First Assistant, Bishop C.D. Owens SS ee 
and Second Assistant, Bishop C.L. Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr. responds to Presiding 
Anderson listen to the Chief. Bishop Ford’s hospitality and thoughtfulness. The 
building is named for Bishop Patterson, Jr.’s mother. 


Under the hot sun, an electrician 
prepares wiring for outside light- 
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Bishop E.H. Moore 
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Dr. E.L. Battles 


$2,000 
3,100 
275 
2,000 
1,000 
1,200 
2,000 
1,825 
10,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,125 
1,305 
1,000 
1,050 
3,000 
1,000 
1,750 
1,180 
1,000 
1,580 
1,500 
5,825 
1,160 
1,000 
3,000 
1,200 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,275 
1,000 
1,500 
1,000 
2,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,500 
1,300 
1,250 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1,000 
2,500 
1,000 
5,000 
1,000 


25,000 
6,200 
3,000 
2,500 
2,250 
1,350 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

100 
868 
1,000 
2,100 
200 
1,500 
5,200 
2,000 
1,500 
2,000 
3,000 
400 
1,300 
300 
1,000 
2,500 
2,000 
1,000 
1,000 
100 
500 


4,230 


PERRY WORLD CLASS 
STRONGWOMAN 


Valerie’s mother reads her introduction. Elder Jerry 
Macklin listens. 


Sister Valerie Perry is a leading world class 
weight lifter in the Natural Athlete Strength 
Association. She was recently selected to 
represent America in Leningrad, USSR, 
Stockholm, Sweden and across America. Valerie 
has been commended by the International 
Cultural Exchange Program as “a credit to her 
entire community” for her enthusiasm and 
rigorous drug free training in powerlifting. She 
has undergone test which attest to her being drug 
free. Her strength is a God given and applied 
skill developed. 

Valerie is a life long member of the Church Of 
God In Christ and is the mother of one child. 
Her mother Mrs. Ada M. Perry says that Valerie 
has always been active in sports and music. She 
learend to play a number of instruments which 
include: the snare drum, tipany, and clarinet. As 
a child, she won honors in several state-wide 
competition. Later in high school, she turned to 
sports, participating in shop-out, discuss, 
breaking and establishing outstanding records. In 
the collegiate level she excelled likewise. Later, 
her sports activities turned solely to weightlifting. 
She is a national and world champion and 
attributes the basic success to her belief in God. 
Valerie holds the title of National Champion in 
two competitions and a world record hold in the 
super heavy overall lifter. 

The Gainesville, Florida, resident attends the 
Williams Temple Church Of God In Christ, where 
the Dr. Detroit Williams is serving as pastor. She 
has prayer meditation before each lift. During 
one competition Valerie asked God for strength 
and during the heat of competition she began to 
speak in tongues and then established a world 
record. She stated that God is truly her inspiration 
and source of her unusual strength. For the record, 
Valerie has lifted 479 pounds in the squat, 259 
pounds in the bench press and a dead lift of 529 
pounds. She is very powerful and sweet to match. 


Book Store 
Announcement 


To all auxiliary department heads and 
consignment authors: the bookstore has 
traditionally received materials for distribution 
during the Holy Convocation, and will do so this 
current season. If we are currently carrying your 
books and you plan to have them in the book 
store, you must send them to us by October 15, 
1992. This will facilitate the process of cataloging 
pricing and finding shelf space for best 
distribution. This also helps the staff better sell 
materials at the Cook Convention Center. 

If we have never sold books for you, please 
send us a review copy by October 1, 1992. We 
will then notify you if we will be able to sell 
your book and the number of copies. The 
bookstore’s commission is 35% of the total sales. 
Your percentage check and surplus books will be 
returned to you by U.S. Postal Service, the week 
the convention ends. 

The management will not take books on 
consignment during the convention. We also will 
not be able to write checks for books sold during 
the convention. 


For further information ask for Sister Miller. 
Phone: 901-578-3803 


CNBC RECEIVES 
MULTI-YEAR 
CARNEGIE GRANT 


The Carnegie Corporation of New York has 
awarded a three-year grant of $530,000 to The 
Congress of National Black Churches, Inc. 
(CNBC) toward church-based educational 
programs for children and families. 

CNBC, headquartered in Washington, D.C., 
is a coalition of eight national historic black 
denominations. Together these denominations 
represent 65,000 churches and a membership of 
over 19 million people. 

Specifically, the grant will help support 
CNBC’S Project SPIRIT, which is a three-part 
program for youth (ages 6-12 years), parents and 
pastors. The key components are: 1) the after 
school-program with an Afrocentric curriculum, 
2) the pastoral counseling training program, and 
3) the parent education component. Project 
SPIRIT operates through black churches in cities 
in Georgia, Indiana, California and the District 
of Columbia. 

In characterizing the importance of this grant, 
CNBC’s executive director, Reverend H. Michael 
Lemmons, said: These funds will allow us to 
continue to offer services that enhance the self- 
esteem, dignity and skills of black children and 
families. CNBC appreciates the confidence that 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York and other 
founders have demonstrated in us through their 
continued support. 

Commenting on Carnegie’s long-term support, 
the corporation’s program officer, Ms. Gloria 
Primm Brown, stated: “Single strategy ap- 
proaches for children in high risk environments 
are often unsuccessful. Programs such as Project 
SPIRIT that are multifaceted, age appropriate, 
grounded in research and best practice, and 
culturally sensitive are more effective.” The 
project’s director, Ms. Vanella Crawford, noted: 
“The Carnegie Corporation has supported 
CNBC’s Project Spirit since its inception in 1986. 
Since that time, hundreds of black families have 
benefitted from the program.” 

SPIRIT is an acronym for Strength, Imagina- 
tion, Responsibility, Integrity and Talent- 
qualities which are essential for the development 
of human potential and character. 

As a non-profit organization, CNBC provides 
the opportunity for program efforts which may 
be achieved more effectively together than by 
any single denomination. CNBC’s member 
denominations are: African Methodist Episcopal; 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion; Christian 
Methodist Episcopal; Church Of God In Christ; 
National Baptist Convention of America, Inc.; 
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.; 
National Missionary Baptist Convention of 
America; and Progressive National Baptist 
Convention, Inc. The founder and chairman 
emeritus of CNBC is Bishop John Hurst Adams 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. The 
current chairman is Bishop William H. Graves of 
the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Building Dedicated 


Continued from page 1 


People drive by in cars on Highway 17 in order 
to see the progress upon Holy Hill. The building 
itself is stately, grand and modern. The dream of 
Bishop L.H. Ford is coming to fruition. The glory 
of God is being made manifested through the 
effort of human minds and hands. As a result, 
the dream has made the saints alive with 
anticipation. The school is scheduled to open in 
September of 1993. 

There were two main events scheduled for the 
week, and these were the raising and placing of 
the steeple and the securing of the cornerstone. 
Leading to that point, the entire week was 
scheduled for an old fashion tent meeting. There 
were nightly and daily services of Bible study 
and Pentecostal worship. Equally, important was 
the raising of the funds to continue the outstanding 
work of the presiding officer. The first night of 
the camp meeting Bishop C.L. Anderson, Jr., 
Second Assistant Presiding Bishop presided over 
the worship. On program were the jurisdictions 
of Mississippi. Southern Mississippi First, 
Southern Mississippi Second and Northern 
Mississippi overflowed the tent. Bishop T.T. Scott 
delivered the gospel message and set the 
congregation aflame. This Tuesday night gave 
witness that each night would be rich and 
beneficial to all in attendance. 

Wednesday, the first of the daily seminars 
featuring the “Church Doctor,” Elder Cleophas 
Hall, Sr. was conducted. His wide ranging 
knowledge of the Bible and doctrine made for an 
interesting time. That night, Bishop P.A. Brooks 
presided and the jurisdictions of Arkansas First, 
Arkansas Second, Alabama First, Alabama 
Second were featured. The jurisdictional bishops 
and supervisors both greeted the saints under the 
tent. Bishop Meadows preached a glorious 
message. 

Thursday brought even larger numbers. During 
the day, Presiding Bishop Ford toured the entire 
property of Saints Campus. With the recent 
acquisitions, there are nearly 400 acres of land 
owned by the Church Of God In Christ. He rode 
and walked the boundaries of COGIC property 
pointing out interesting areas of property. The tree 


lined cotton field is reportedly the best land in 
Holmes County. From the back of Holy Hill, one 
can stand and look over acres of cotton growing 
on COGIC land. The work crews are busy trying 
to construct sufficient roads and walkways 
through the woods, making the site more 
accessible. That Thursday evening the jurisdic- 
tions of Louisiana, Georgia and Missouri were 
spotlighted. Louisiana Eastern First, Louisiana 
Eastern Second, Georgia Central, Georgia 
Southeast, Georgia Northern, Missouri Eastern 
First, Missouri Eastern Second and Missouri 
Western Jurisdictions were good hosts. They 
provided positive spirit, good music and 
excitement in the presentation of their finance. 
The speaker for the evening was the powerful 
Missionary Evangelist of Mount Airy COGIC in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Winifred Morris. 

Friday, September 11, 1992 was the day of 
days. Everyone was eager to witness the raising 
of the steeple and dedication of the cornerstone. 
A funny thing happened on the way to the raising 
of the steeple. The raising of the steeple occurred 
when the saints were home. The crew with the 
crane had been scheduled to raise the steeple 
earlier. As one thing led to another, the decision 
was made to put the steeple in place. Still, Bishop 
Ford would not be outdone. At 6:00 p.m., Friday, 
the saints, friends and general citizens of 
Lexington gathered for the biggest media event 
in Holmes County. Before the crowd stood Bishop 
Ford fighting back the tears. This was a pure joy 
to him as he surveyed the crowds and saw Mother 
Elsie Mason, widow of Bishop C.H. Mason 
sitting behind him. Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr. was 
in attendance with other well wishers. 

The program was filled with glorious 
expressions from the General Board of Bishops. 
Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush presided over the 
activities and thanked God for the accomplish- 
ment of the current administration. Sitting in front 
of the building were nearly three hundred persons 
under the blazing Mississippi sun. Elder A.Z. 
Hall, secretary to the Office of the Presiding 
Bishop and construction committee member did 
the honors of introducing the persons responsible 
for much of the work. Men like Bishop T.T. Scott 
and Bishop W.L. Porter who have served 
untiringly in this effort were applauded. Finally, 


Bishop Ford himself spoke of this effort as the 
coming to pass of a dream. Bishop Ford 
acknowledged Dr. Mallory, the first teachers and 


‘the scores of saints who labored incessantly to 


make Saints a reality. Now the Bishop desires to 
see the campus returned to new and larger glory. 
He envisions when children will stay from pre- 
school through college on Saints Campus. Bishop 
Ford further stated, “I can see a four lane highway 
in front of the campus. I can see children from 
every geographical location and many ages 
attending this campus. I can see horses, bicycle 
routes, hiking trails, a beautiful well stocked pond 
for fisherman and other recreation. Thank God! 
I can see it!” The people proclaimed with a loud 
shout, “Bishop we can see it.” 

After a stirring talk Bishop Ford dedicated the 
comerstone. Elder George Custard of Kansas did 
the sealing. The moment was filled with emotion 
and gratitude for the persons who have labored 
to make the dream a reality. Bishop J.O. 
Patterson, Jr. commented he was in support of 
the effort and thanked Bishop Ford for honoring 
his mother’s memory. It was a time to give honor, 
glory and praise. As the sun went down the 
steeple’s crown lit up the night time sky with a 
bright yellow beam of light. During the Friday 
night service one could stand and look at the light 
from a great distance. 

The Friday night service was the largest of the 
meeting. Assembled were saints from Tennessee 
First (Headquarters), Tennessee Second, 
Tennessee Central, Tennessee Fourth, Tennessee 
Fifth, Florida Central, Florida Eastern, Florida 
Southwestern, Florida Western, Illinois First, 
Illinois Central, Illinois Northern, Illinois Fifth 
and Illinois Sixth jurisdictions. All jurisdictions 
were featured through greetings from their bishop 
and supervisor. The worship was outstanding. It 
seemed the praise genuinely filled the entire tent 
and the surrounding outside. The sound and the 
spirit were heavenly. Bishop Ford said a few 
words and followed the leading of the Lord. He 
brought Mother Elsie Mason to speak and then 
Mother Elsie Shaw. 


NATIONAL BISHOP LEAVES SAINTS 
REJOICING IN KANSAS CENTRAL 


by Missionary Beryl A. Jones 
Faith Temple Church Of God In Christ 


“Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, 
whereby thou didst confirm thine inheritance, 
when it was weary. Thy congregation hath dwelt 
therein: thou, O God, hast prepared of thy 
goodness for the poor. The Lord gave the word: 
great was the company of those that published 
Tie Psalm 68:9-11 


To have been in Topeka, Kansas when “The 
Lord gave the word“ through our dynamic 
Presiding Bishop L.H. Ford on Sunday, July 19, 
1992, at the Kansas Expocentre Convention 
Center; to have been in the “great company” of 
Bishop Ford, the Host Jurisdictional Bishop of 
Kansas Central Jurisdiction, Bishop I.B. Brown 
and State Supervisor, Mother Alberta Davis; to 
have seen and heard the 150-voice State Choir 
under the direction of State Minister of Music 
Brother Anthony T. Jones, and the 200-voice 
Sunshine Band under the direction of State 
President Missionary Rosetta M. West; to have 
been one in the congregation that “dwelt therein” 
was to have been in the midst of a “plentiful rain“! 

Truly, the Spirit of God dwelt with us, from 
the opening song of praise to the jubilant 
recessional. Following the dynamic challenge to 
Practical Holiness powerfully issued by Bishop 
Ford, souls were saved, delivered, and blessed! 
He exhorted the Saints to recognize and claim 
their natural and spiritual inheritances. His 
anointed ministry imparted life-giving “bread” to 
the hungry souls, and in his own inimitable 
manner he encouraged us to realize the 
“goodness” that God “hast prepared” for us and 


to strive with all that is righteous to lay hold to 
our promises from God. 


¢6Truly, the Spirit of 
God dwelt with us, 
from the opening 

song of praise to the 
jubilant recessional. 99 


This was a worship experience that will never 
be forgotten! Kansas Central Jurisdiction was 
blessed and encouraged by Bishop Ford’s 
grassroots-style of ministering: touching, praying 
for, lifting, embracing the saints, from the 
smallest Sunshine Band songster to the most 
elderly wheelchair-bound Mother. May God bless 
our Bishop, for truly through him, “The Lord 
gave the word: great was the company of those 
that published it”! 


Kansas Central Jurisdiction 

Bishop I.B. Brown, Presiding Bishop 
Mother Alberta W. Davis, State Supervisor 
Superintendent R.K. Lassiter, Pastor 


Greetings To The Saints 
Continued from page 1 


Edward Burns 
Maxwell Clemmons 
Francis Curtis 
Wilbur Daniels 
William Dean 
Samuel A. Fluker 
Annie B. Ford 
Alton Gatlin 
Clarence Harmon 
1 Z. 1, Hatris 
James Hicks 
Dewitt A. Hill 


Julian C. Jackson 
Alfred D. Knight 
John Little 

Robert R. Sanders 
James W. Slaughter 
Allen Smith 
Dickerson Wells 
Jerry West 

Aaron Williams 
Carolyn A. Williams 
James L. Wright 


In accordance with our constitution, the Presiding 
Bishop, First Assistant Presiding Bishop, and Second 
Assistant Presiding Bishop will be selected from 
among the elected General Board Members in a 
subsequent procedure. Presiding Bishop L.H. Ford 
and Dr. Frank Ellis, Chairman of the General 
Assembly join me in encouraging all Jurisdictions to 
follow the Delegate Election and Certification Process 
which is set forth in our Constitution and forward 
your Master Sheets to the General Secretary’s Office 
without delay. Registration will begin at 12:00 Noon 
on Monday , November 3, and will close on Sunday 
evening. There will be NO REGISTRATION on 
Monday for the General Assembly. 

This is a significant period for the history of our 
Church. God has Blessed us tremendously and we 
desire to continue the spirit of peace and 
accomplishment which has characterized our 
activities in recent years. Come praying that God will 
guide us in our deliberations and that His will is done. 
The General Secretary’s Office will be available to 
assist you in new and exciting ways, and we look 
forward to serving you during the Convocation. God 
Bless and Protect you in your travels. 


Bishop W.W. Hamilton 
General Secretary, Interim 


MONTANA HOLY CONVOCATION 
August 17 thru 23, 1992 


Truly, this season of convocation provided great 
spiritual and natural blessings, including a 
temperature drop from 95 degrees to 30-35, with 
accompanying snow, it was beautiful! Big sky 
country, good fishing, both natural and spiritual 
is where the harvest is plentiful! 

Alexander Temple Church Of God In Christ, 
3726 - 5th Avenue, in Great Falls, Montana, is 
a monument to the memory of the late Bishop 
W. A. Alexander. It was also the scene of a new 
beginning in Montana under the leadership of 
Bishop Phillip H. Porter (Pastor, All Nations 
COGIC, Denver, Colorado). This was his first 
CONVOCATION! It was the 20th Convocation 
for Supervisor of Women, Mother Lucy Flagg 
Ntreh. 

Highlighting the (43rd) Annual Holy Convoca- 
tion was the Inaugural Banquet, Friday Night, 
August 21st, held at the Rainbow Hotel in Great 
Falls. Guest speaker, Bishop Dr. Ozro T. Jones, 
Jr., General Member awed the attendees as he 
spoke with anointed inspiration, and motivated 
everyone to find reassurance in the infallible 
promises in the Word of God. 

The spirit of the revival was evidenced 
throughout the meeting. Saving, healing, 
restoring, strengthening, delivering, and filling 
with the Holy Ghost were granted to the saints. 
It seemed natural as the Convocation theme: 
Channels of Blessing was a comfort to everyone, 
especially Dr. Marilyn Chipman who took the 
Missionary Pledge to go forth as an evangelist! 
Daily workshops and doctrinal teaching sessions 
were conducted respectively at scheduled times 
by Evangelist Hatcher (Colorado), Bishop Porter 
and Supervisor Ntreh respectively. 

Two delegates from the Crow (Indian) Agency 
enhanced the Saturday Night Musical “Revival” 
Service. Soloist Kay Tobacco was highlighted 
along with the beautifully robed and fine tuned, 


Colorado State Choir. Minister of Music 
Singleton directed under the anointing. Montana’s 
Minister of Music Eric Phillips was happy to 
welcome his mother, from Memphis, Tennessee, 
representing the Women’s Chorus of Bountiful 
Blessings Temple of Deliverance COGIC, Bishop 
G.E. Patterson, sponsoring pastor. 

The family of Bishop Phillip Porter and all of 
the spiritual family of Montana enjoyed the Lord 
together. Again, we must say thanks to the 
gracious Bishop Johnson and Supervisor Wells of 
Colorado, who have cooperated wholeheartedly 
in sharing of themselves and their dedicated 
workers to reach out and touch somebody in the 
state of Montana. We have never witnessed such 
an overwhelming number of delegates present 
from the bishop’s church, All Nations COGIC. 

Supervisor Lucy Ntreh, accepted an invitation 
from the wife of the El Shaddai Pentecostal 
Church Of God In Christ’s pastor, Elder Myron 
Fallsdown. She traveled with District Missionary 
Veronica O’Neil, Bishop Ward and Mother 
Bolden, and they journeyed to Hardin, Lodge 
Grass and Wyola in the Indian reservation Crow 
Agency, then a stop-over in Billings to visit the 
Hollidays. Shepherdess Shonita Holliday is 
leading on the Agape Fellowship. Evangelist Ruth 
Curtis, and evangelist from Northern California 
is in the role of church mother. 

If you want a new surge to your Christ-centered 
life, visit Montana, plan now for 93 - or do as 
some others do: Send-Go! 

A special thank you to state supervisors who 
assumed sponsorship, Mother Freddie Bell, 
Mother Barbara M. Lewis, Mother Bettie Sue 
Vaughn, Mission Worker Vernia Whitman, Pastor 
Lee Ward, Elder Charles Patton and also former 
pastor and first lady L. Peterson (now of 
Memphis). 


OBITUARY 


Viola Cooper entered this life October 19, 1917 
in Meherrin, Virginia, and departed this life June 
4, 1991. Viola was the daughter of the late 
Douglas and Marion Coles. 

Missionary Cooper came to new Jersey 62 
years ago. At an early age she married Mr. Charles 
E. Cooper August 11, 1934. She soon became a 
member of the Church Of God In Christ. While 
attending a revival conducted by Mother 
Washington, she accepted the Lord as her Savior. 
Missionary Cooper was a member of Holy Temple 
Church Of God In Christ for 57 years. She served 
under the pastorships of the late Bishop ED. 
Washington, the late Elder H.A. Griffin, the late 
Elder EF Brown, the late Elder Ballard, the Elder 
John Knight and faithfully served under C.H. 
Schwartz until her demise. 

She was appointed Seashore District Mis- 
sionary by Bishop Esau Courtney in 1966. 
Missionary Cooper was one of the most 
hardworking, faithful and diligent missionaries 
one could ever witness. She would cook the food, 
serve the food and could raise the money all by 
herself. Missionary Cooper served as District 
YPWW Fieldworker under Bishop F.D. 
Washington for over 20 years. She was 
Chairperson of the Lula Cox Home. She was also 
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the founder and Chairperson of the Seashore 
Mission Home, which is still in operation. The 
Seashore Mission Home was utilized for many 
purposes. It was used for State and district 
functions and also for the last five years, for 
quarterly workshops in the Women’s Department. 
Her most recent appointment was the President 
of the Discretionary Fund under the leadership 
of State Supervisor Lucille Bazemore. Missio- 
nary Cooper was the former President of the 
Home and Foreign Mission at Holy Temple and 
worked in many other auxiliaries in the church. 
She will always be remembered for the glorious 
bus trips to our Holy Convocation in Memphis, 
Tennessee and to the UNAC-5 Conventions. 

She leaves to cherish in loving remembrance: 
Her faithful husband of 58 years, Charles E. 
Cooper, her guardian children Ms. Viola Coles 
and Ms. Geraldine Winston, Long Branch, New 
Jersey. Two brothers-in-law, Chester and Jerry 
Cooper. Three sisters-in-law Mary, Helen and 
Francis Cooper. One God- daughter, Karen I. 
Jefferson. Her spiritual daughter, Missionary 
Ruth Carter and a host of nephews and nieces, 
great nephews and nieces and great-great- 
nephews and nieces and dear friends. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF 
EVANGELICAL, 
DELIVERANCE, 
CHARISMATIC 

NEO-PENTECOSTAL 

GROUPS: A SUMMARY 


by Sherry S. and Herbert C. DuPree 


Although the Church Of God In Christ is now 
recognized as the largest Pentecostal denomina- 
tion, recent growth has been seen also in 
Charismatic/Neo-Pentecostal groups. This 
Pentecostal movement is an off-shoot of the 
Church Of God In Christ and deserves closer 
scrutiny. 

The 1960’s, ‘70’s and ‘80’s saw the development 
of Charismatic/Neo-Pentecostal groups which 
often engaged in a form of worship that was 
characteristic of early Church Of God In Christ 
churches, yet they possessed features that 
identified them as Charismatic or Neo-Pentecostal. 
These groups were usually independent, 
interracial, and non- denominational. The 
Abundant Life Cathedral (Houston, Texas, 1981) 
and Crenshaw Christian Center (Los Angeles, 
1973) were typical of “nonaligned” churches 
which did not adhere to a denominational credo. 
Associations were formed with churches that 
espoused similar religious views. 


¢¢6The charismatic 
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as nondenominational 
churches. 99 


Charismatic/Neo-Pentecostalists mirrored 
modern Church Of God In Christ churches in terms 
of large edifices, and offering diverse activities to 
heterogeneous congregations. The Christian 
Research and Development Center (Philadelphia, 
1979) provided workshops on politics, 
evangelism, single women, and overcoming drug 
addictions. Redeeming Love Christian Center’s 
4,000 member church furnished similar programs, 
as well as a radio ministry. A primary focus of the 
churches, however, was one of a world evangelism 
message supporting New Testament ideas about 
“gift of the spirit.” Radio, television, and 
newspapers were instruments in carrying this 
message throughout the United States and abroad. 

Many of the evangelical/charismatic groups fit 
more than one category. Some were interracial and 
independent. Evangelicals were the forerunners of 
the charismatic movement. They advocated 
receiving the Holy Ghost, gifts of the spirit, 
healing, and living holy; and many were 
pentecostalists. On the other hand, many 
charismatics did not have Pentecostal roots. The | 
charismatic movement is found in mainline, as — 
well as nondenominational churches. 

Deliverance/Pentecostal groups emphasized 
healing, prophecy, and the discerning and 
manifestation of spiritual gifts. One can also 
characterize Deliverance churches as nondenomi- 
national; possessing a number of female leaders; 
and to some degree interracial. Apostle Brown 
(Faith Tabernacle Deliverance Temple, 
Orangeburg, South Carolina) focused on the gifts 
of the spirit, healing, and the laying on of hands 
in delivering people from oppression.’ Prophetess 
Cheever (Pentecostal Miracle Deliverance Center, 
Inc., Savannah, Georgia) followed a similar 
doctrine in declaring a “holy boldness” for the 
Lord. Pentecostal worshipping evolved around a 
ministry of healing and ‘delivering.’ A formal 
liturgy is seen among few Deliverance churches. 

Growth has been phenomenal among Neo- 
Pentecostalists. The World Changers Ministries, 
for example, an independent charismatic church 
in College Park, Georgia, gained 3,250 members 
in 1990. A message of personal salvation appear 
to attract people from all income strata. 


